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A Resolution Supporting Additional Federal COVID-19 Relief Funding and
Additional Flexibility for Expending Coronavirus Relief Fund Dollars

Resolution No, 21-02

WHEREAS, the Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes (ITC) is an

organization that unites the wribal govermnents of the Cherokee,
Chickasaw, Choctaw, Muscogee (Creek). and Seminole Nations,
representing more than 750,000 Indian people throughout the
Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Muscogee (Creek), and Seminole
Nations are Indian Nations with a moral obligation and inherent
sovereign right to protect their most vulnerable from the COVID-19
pandemic, and

WHERFEAS, tribal governments have provided the most basic and crucial

services 10 Indian people during the COVID-19 crises, including
income support, housing support, and life-saving medical services;
and

WHEREAS, Congress passed the CARLES Act, which was signed into law by

President Donald Trump on March 27, 2020, and a second round of
COVID-19relief, which was signed into law on December 27, 2020.
I'hese important picces of legislation provided much needed
cconomic relict to entities across the country, including indian tribal
governments, in the face of the unprecedented global pandemic.
Under the CARES Act, the $150 biltion Coronavirus Relief Fund
(CREY included an $8 billion set aside for tribal governments and
tribally-owned entities to alleviate hardship incuwrred by the COVID-
19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, the HUD HBG formula used to determine funding  grossly

undercounted tribal populations. and member tribes of the Five
Tribes Council were among  those most undercounted  and
underserved by this funding; and

WHERFEAS, a llarvard University study found that the Choctaw and Cherokee

Nations were the most underserved through the CARES Act
funding, especially being two of the largest tribal populations in the
United States; and

WHEREAS, the CARES ACT required stringent timelines and parameters  for

use of the CRI7 dollars. While the new law extends the deadline for
using the CRFE until December, 31, 2021, this extension does not
provide additional funds nor does it increase flexibility in use of
existing funds; and
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WHEREAS, ‘tribal nations have unigue needs and roles as goveminents,
businesses, health care providers, and provider of general services
to Indian populations, and fiexible uses are needed to address the
unique needs of tribal nations; and

WIIEREAS, in addition 1o funding and {Texibility, COVID-19 legislation needs
to provide protections from lawsuit lability our tribal businesses
could face as we reopen our services and operalions, because
without revenue from our businesses, we cannot sustain the
operation of our tribal government services; and

WIHEREAS, the need for additional and flexible COVID-19 relief funding
legislation with liability protection is clear, especially to serve
citizens of the Five Clivilized Tribes; and

NOW THEREFORE LET I'l' BE RESOLYED THAT, the Inter-Tribal Council
of the Five Civilized Tribes urges Congress to include tibal priorities, allow
flexibility in spending down CARES Act funds, and distribute additional COVID-
19 relief funding to meet the serious needs uf Tribes to protect the health and safety
of vur citizens; and

BE I't FURTHER RESOLVED, any future COVID relicl legislation must also
include liablity protection for tribally owned businesses that provide a critical
soutce of revenue for our tribal governments and the services that we provide.

CERTIFICATION
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Inter-Tribal Council of the Five
Civilized Tribes meeting virtually on this 8" day of January, 2021 by a vote of
Y for O againstand _O abstentions,
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